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Spatial Strategy

National Developments
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Spatial Strategy
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National Developments

@RTPIScotland
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• Plan-led approach to sustainable development 

• Global Climate emergency 

• Nature crisis 

• Human rights and equality

• Community wealth building 

• Design, quality and place 

National Planning Policy 
Handbook
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• 20 minute neighbourhoods 

• Infrastructure first 

• Quality homes 

• Sustainable travel and transport 

• Heat and cooling

• Blue and green infrastructure, play and sport 

• Sustainable flood risk and water management 

• Lifelong health, wellbeing and safety
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• Land and premises for business

• Sustainable tourism 

• Culture and creativity 

• Green energy

• Zero waste

• Sustainable aquaculture

• Minerals 

• Digital infrastructure

Productive Places



We want our places to support low carbon, healthier urban living.
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City, town, commercial and local centres

Historic assets and places 

Urban edges and the green belt

Vacant and derelict land and empty buildings 

Rural places

Natural places 

Peat and carbon rich soils 

Trees, woodland and forestry 

Coasts
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Aligning      
resources

Infrastructure          
First

Local         
Development   

Plans/                
RSSs

Local                 
Place                 
Plans

Developer 
contributions

Land           
Assembly

Masterplan     
Consent            

Areas

Delivery
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Community Wealth Building Policy 5(b) Proposals for development within 

the categories of national developments and major developments should 

contribute to community wealth building objectives.

• progressive procurement – developing local supply chains of businesses likely to support 

local employment and keep wealth within communities

• fair employment and just labour markets – Using anchor institutions to improve prospects 

of local people

• shared ownership of the local economy – supporting and growing business models that 

are more financially generative for the local economy

• socially just use of land and property – developing the function and ownership of local 

assets held by anchor organisations, so local communities benefit from financial and 

social gain

• making financial power work for local places – increase flows of investment within local 

economies by harnessing and recirculating the wealth that exists

Draft NPF4 – clarity & robustness 



@RTPIScotland

• Read across of policies

• Spatial principles and National Planning Policy?

• Alignment with other plans and strategies? 

Draft NPF4 - read across and 

complementarity
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Policy 31 Rural Places

• supports the sustainability and growth of rural 

communities and economies

• resettlement of previously inhabited areas is 

supported where it is consistent with climate change 

mitigation targets

• seeks to manage rural development in accessible or 

pressured rural areas, where there is a danger of 

unsustainable growth in long-distance car-based 

commuting or suburbanisation of the countryside

• supports new development in remote rural and island 

areas, where it can help support community resilience 

and sustain fragile populations

Draft NPF4 & rural planning 
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NPF4 and Rural Planning

• Rural repopulation

• Housing

• Infrastructure

• Rural economic development

• Renewables

• Transport

• Landscape and land-use policies

• Local Place Plans

• Skills and resources
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Infrastructure

• Irish NPF 2040 

new homes in 

small towns and 

villages as a policy 

objective 

• Wales Planning 

Policy - a policy 

steer for planning 

authorities 

regarding rural 

infrastructure 
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Local Place Plans

• New form of 

community-led 

planning may have 

higher take up in rural 

areas

• No funding 
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Rural Planning in the 2020s Project

• Rural Housing and Community 

Change

• Community-led and 

Neighbourhood Planning

• Agricultural Transitions

• Ecosystem services, Green 

Infrastructure and Nature-based 

Solutions

• Transport and Connectivity

• Tourism and the Rural Economy
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Rural Planning in the 2020s Project
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Draft LPD regulations and guidance 

“ Para 351: In rural and island areas, 

authorities are encouraged to set out 

tailored approaches to housing which 

reflect locally specific market 

circumstances and delivery 

approaches”
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Draft LPD regulations and guidance 

Para 456 - New development in remote rural and island areas should be 

supported by the LDP, where it can help support community resilience and 

sustain fragile populations. This should encourage sustainable development 

that will provide employment and connect dispersed communities through 

provision for appropriate development, especially housing, community-

owned energy and digital infrastructure. Such development should seek to 

safeguard and invest in important environmental assets such as historic assets, 

landscape and wildlife habitats that underpin continuing tourism visits, local 

identity and quality of place. It should include provision for small-scale, 

housing, including crofts and woodland crofts, and other development 

which supports sustainable economic growth in a range of location taking 

account of environmental protection policies and addressing issues of location, 

access, siting, design and environmental impact; where appropriate, allow the 

construction of single houses outwith settlements in accordance with rural and 

environmental policies.”
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Draft LPD regulations and guidance 

“453. The Spatial Strategy should make provision for 

housing in rural areas, taking account of the different 

development needs of different rural areas and the local 

communities within those. The resource implications of the 

proposed pattern of development, including facilitating 

access to local community services and support for public 

transport, should be understood and used to inform a rural 

approach to the concept of 20-minute neighbourhoods.”

“482. In rural areas the plan should be realistic about the 

likely viability of public transport services and innovative 

solutions such as demand-responsive public transport and 

small-scale park and ride facilities at nodes on rural bus 

corridors should be considered.”
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Resource, Workforce and Skills

Gross expenditure to planning authorities has 

diminished in real terms by 42% since 2009

There have been 32% staffing cuts in planning 

departments since 2009

Planning application fees only cover 66% of 

their processing costs

There are 91 new and unfunded duties in the 

Planning (Scotland) Act, which could cost between 

£12.1m and £59.1m over 10 years 
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Robbie.calvert@rtpi.org.uk

@Calvertplans


